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The basic talking paper in the black briefing book is sound; although 
you may wish to go over it with Sects. Rusk and Clifford and Amb. Bunker, 
before you see Thieu tomorrow (Friday) at 10 a. m. 


At that first session, you may wish to encourage him to lay out the 
problems he wishes to raise with you with maximum frankness. As I reported 
to you, when Bui Diem called on me before his return to Saigon and asked 
what President Johnson wished to raise, I said the President: 


-- wished to concentrate on bilateral talks; 

learn with greatest frankness Pres. Thieu*s view of his problems. 

After the first session, you can consider Thieu J s points, consult with 
your advisers, and leave to later sessions your response. 

Three basic general themes for the first session might be: 

--we have supported and shall continue to support the constitutional process 
in South Vietnam. As duly elected President, Thieu can look to us 
with complete confidence. There is no higher Communist objective 
than to break up the Constitutional government. 

whether on the battlefield, or in peace initiatives, or in the struggle 
against corruption, or in economic and social development, we look 
to increasing assumption of responsibility and leadership by the GVN. 
That does not mean the U. S. intends to pull out its troops or withdraw 
its support. But the requirements of rising South Vietnamese nationalisj 
and of U. S. politics require equally a gradual increase in the proportion 
of Vietnamese effort and leadership. Moreover, no development 

better guarantees the ultimate frustration of Communist political 
objectives in the South. 


on the peace talks, we understand the problem for the people of South 
Vietnam that is raised by our talking bilaterally with Hanoi; but we 
shall continue to maintain full detailed consultation at every stage 
and feel our way forward together. It is important that we maintain 
a cer ^j^^l^|t ) ility in our P u ^l^Jpo^ifions because we simply do not kno^ 
tbfsnegotiations va&ssaa ate. But he can be confident that 


we do not intend to negotiate without the GVN issues which are its 


vital concern. 









